The Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:1-7:29)
(from Grant Osborne’s commentary on Matthew)

The Setting of the Sermon (5:1-2)
Introduction (5:3-16)
a. The Beatitudes (5:3-12)
i. Those who depend on God (5:3-6)
ii. Those who live for God (5:7-9)
iii. Those who are persecuted (5:10-12)
b. The Salt and Light Sayings (5:13-16)
i. The Salt of the earth (5:13)
ii. The Light of the world (5:14-16)
The Relationship of the Law to the
New Covenant (5:17-48)
a. Jesus and the Law — Continuity (5:17-20)
i. Jesus fulfills the law (5:17-19)
ii. The greater righteousness
demanded (5:20)
b. Examples —Six Antitheses on the
New Righteousness (5:21-48)
i. Murder = Anger (5:21-26)
ii. Adultery = Lust (5:27-30)
iii. Divorce/Remarriage = Adultery
(5:31-32)
iv. Oaths are Unnecessary (5:33-37)
v. Retaliation is Wrong (5:38-42)
vi. Love for Enemies (5:43-48)
Inward Righteousness (6:1-18)
a. Introduction (6:1)
b. Almsgiving (6:2-4)
i. Prohibition against ostentatious
giving (6:2)
ii. Positive injunction to give
secretly (6:3-4)
c. Prayer (6:5-15)
i. Problem of ostentatious prayer (6:5-6)
ii. Problem of long-winded praying (6:7-8)
iii. The model prayer (6:9-13)
iv. Addendum on forgiveness (6:14-15)
d. Fasting (6:16-18)
i. Problem of ostentatious fasting (6:16)
ii. Positive injunction to look happy
(6:17-18)

5. Social Ethics (6:19-7:12)
a. God and Possessions (6:19-34)
i. Kingdom Priorities and
the Two Masters (6:19-24)
1. Two treasures (6:19-21)
2. Two eyes (6:22-23)
3. Two masters (6:24)
ii. Anxiety and Trust (6:25-34)
1. Command: don’t worry about
life or body (6:25)
2. lllustrative examples (6:26-30)
3. Summary commands (6:31-34)
b. Social Relationships (7:1-12)
i. Prohibition against Judging Others
(7:1-5)
ii. The Need for Discernment in
Sharing the Gospel (7:6)
iii. A Prayer for Help (7:7-11)
1. The needto ask (7:7-8)
2. The certainty of God’s response
(7:9-11)
iv. Conclusion: the Golden Rule (7:12)
6. Conclusion —the Two Paths (7:13-27)
a. The Two Gates (7:13-14)
b. False Prophets (7:15-23)
¢. The Two Builders
(Wise and Foolish) (7:24-27)
7. Conclusion to the Sermon -
Jesus’ Authority (7:28-29)



